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In this issueE

Pagel November Meeting  November Unit Meetings. Immigration Sudy
Page2 Co-PresidentsLetter Continued

VIP Jan. 15
This month we will finish the LWVUS discussion and consensuson US
Page3 Judicial Consensus immigration policy begunin Octobe. Note that unit meetingsare aweek
2008Board of earlier than usud thistime, to avoid conflict with Thanksgiving plans The
Directors questionsto be consdered this month (2, 3, 4) arein the Octobe
RoMaFH Voter, so bringit with youto themeeting. If you have already
Page4 Windowsand misplaced it, download another copy from the Octobe Voter from our
Mirrors Web site, <www.romafh.org>. Youmay also get the questionsat the

naiond LeagueWeb site, <www.lwv.org>.
Page6 Treasurer@Report

Page7 Holiday Party We look forward to lively discussionsand a naional postion.
The RoMaFH Diversity Committee & Judy Rosenblatt

November 13N Majors Restaurant

Soda Hour5:30 p.m.

Meeting 7 p.m.
CALL STEPHANIE DeBenedet at 651-483-1006for
RESERVATIONS not later than noonon Monday, November 12

November 14N Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 9:30 am. Bring your
own beverage (Also bring possible questionsto ask State legidators
and Metro Coundl at VIP meeting on Januay 15,2008.



Savethe Date:

Januay 15 may soundlikeit is
thefar distant future, butit will
be here before you knowit.
Mark your calenda for the
Januay 15,2008LWV
RoMaFH annud VIP
Convesationswith
Condituents. Thisisyour
chance to speak to your officials
inasmall groupsetting. Our
Metropolitan Coundl
Representatives and Minnesota
Senaors and Representatives
will beinvited to join usfor
desert and discussion of current
issues and theupooming
legidative agenda

Many thanksto all who
have already volunteered to hdp
out We till need everyone3
inputon hottopics and mog of
all, your presence and
participaion on Januay 15".
Y ou can share your question
suggestionsor offers of hdp
with Florence Sprague(651)
779-03490r LilaReckseidler
(651)484-7782. Detailed time
and place informationwill bein
your Januay Voter. Seeyou
there!

Co-PresidentsOLetter

Three of Leagués mog impartant fundionsare to 1) encourage voting and
engagement in thecivic process, 2) hdp the public have information to make
informed voting decisionsand 3) form podgtionson major issues and advocate
for those postions

In the course of jug afew weeks, you can participate in al of these important
fundiond Voter Services committee has jud finished conduding four
candidae forums. Electionday for city coundls and school boad racesis
Nov. 6. In Octobe many Leaguemembers came togeher to begin hdping
formulate the Leaguepostion onimmigration. A lively process was conduded
in the Octobe unit meetingsand it will continuethroughthe November unit
meetings Please come and learn aboutthis important complex issue

We are avolunteer organization and it takes al of youto hdp uscarry out the
important Leaguefundionsdescribed here. If youare new to Leagueand
would like to get involved, contact usand we will hdp connect youto the
groupworkingin your interest area.

Remember to vote on Nov. 6!
Co-Presidents
Barb Y ates

Teri Kysylyczyn
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Judicial Consensus

At the2007LWVMN convention, ddegates voted to re-examinethe
Leagues 1999postion ontheselection of judges, given the momentous
U.S. Supreme Court and 8th Circuit Court of Appeals decisionstha
opened theway to pdliticizingjudicial elections This re-examinaion
would be completed in a short time, in order that any new postion
would beready by thetime thelegidature reconvened in February
2008. A committee was formed to undetake the study.

There was alot of information at the committee's disposal, induding
the Leagués 1998study and the March 2007repott of the Quie
Commission, among other information. Thecommittee conduded 11
interviews and reviewed written materials. The committee agreed to
proceed by conaurrence. The LWVMN boad approved the
conaurrence statement, which appears be ow.

Our local leaguewill consder whether to conaur with the conaurrence
statement or not, at meetingson Dec. 5 (evening holiday party) and on
Dec. 12 at 9:30in themorning at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. Our
respong is dueto theLWVMN by February 1, 2008.

Each member will receive amailingfrom LWVMN by mid-November.
Congderable informationis also available ontheLWVMN webste as
well. There was an article in our Septembe 2007local newdetter on
thejudicia decisonsmentioned above

The study committee agreed that Leaguemembership does not favor
politicizing judicia electionsand foundthat the merit selectionfetention
election system provides the benefits of appointment while keeping the
public'srightto vote.

Questions? Contact Karen Schaffer at 651-636-7359. Beready to
vote on the conaurrence in December.

The following postion would replace LWV MNG current postion
regarding the selection and retention of judges:

LWVMN affirms that thejudiciary is aco-equd branch of govenment
unde the Conditutiontha musgt opeate in accordance with the prindples of
indgpendence, impartiality andfairness. A judgesfirst duty isto therule of
law.

LWVMN suppots a process of judicia selection and retention tha produaes
judgeswho
¥ areindegpendent and notbeholden to any specia interest, moneyed
interest, or partisan interest.
¥ are accounible to the Conditution and to therule of law.



Decision on

concurrence:
December 5 at the Holiday
Party (seep.7)

December 12 9:30am. at Prince
of Peace Lutheran Church

Windows and Mirr ors

¥ affordfair treatment to all participants.

LWVMN suppots a system of judicial selection and retention that
¥ providesforaroleforthepublic.
¥ isasfreefrompolitica influence as possible.

LWVMN suppots a system of selection and retention of district court and
appdlate court judges tha indudes

¥ initial appointment to judgeship by thegovenor, whoisrequired to
choos fromalist of candidates forwarded by a nominaing commission;

¥ evaudion of thejudge3 performance by an evaluation commission;

¥ retention election where voters choo® to retain or not retain thejudge

Thenominaing and evaluation commissionsshould be broadly based and
nonpatisan.

LWVMN strongly favors retaining theincumbency designaionon
judicia bdlots, aslongasthe current system prevails.

| Need an iPod
By Florence Sprague

| have decided that | want an iPod. What has ingired this desire

to leap across the generationd-technological divide? Not ayearning

to wrap a cocoonof musc aroundmyself or to dance wildly to my

own pasond beat. No, itistheredizationtha | would beableto

listen to radio programs | value more often if | could sign up for podasts.

Podcasts are basically radio programs which are sent to your
computer to betranderred onto your mp3 player (such asan ipod)

Y ou can then listen to the programs at your convenience. These may
beregular radio programs, or they may be programs created
specifically for podasting. (Not having donethisyet, my
undestanding of podasts may beincomplete.)

| am enougha child of theera of televisionthat | find it difficult to

jud sit and listen to theradio with nathing to look at, butwhen the
radio program involves seriousconveasation and benefits from attentive,
concentrated listening, there are only afew supplemental activities
which are nether too absorbing nor too brief to serve as an appropriate
foil, and | jus don®do dishes or take walks right on schedule, and
consquently | also don®listen carefully to my favorites nearly often
enough.

One of those too often missed favoritesis OSpesking of Faith,0
hoded by Krista Tippet, produed by American Public Radio and
broadcast on Minnesota Public Radio. Itisoneof thebest places |
have foundfor congstently interesting and chdlenging discussions



In the Twin Cities OSpeaking of
FaithOcan be heard on KNOW
911 FM

at 10:.00a.m. or 7 p.m. on
Sundays.

Visit thewebgte at
http://speakingoffaith.publicradi
o.org/aboutindex.shtml

Sample the program by reading
the eponynousbook Speaking
of Faith, by Krista Tippett.

Theplace of religionin amodern, multicultural community isa
question with which we all, regular churchgoes and athe sts alike, need
to grapple. Wha roleis organized religion playing in local pditics?
In foreign affairs? In community development? Why does/can it take
ontha role? How doesthespiritud life of theindividud fit into the
equaion? These are chdlenging topics, onesinto which it can be
difficult to find an entry point. We all need resources to hdp with

this and onesuch resource is (Bpeaking of FaithO

CBpesking of FaithOdescribes itself as Goublic radio’sconvesation
aboutreligion, meaning, ethics, andidess.O It isindeed a remarkable arena
for theexplorationfaith andits interaction with any and every othe aspect of
human endeavor and community. Recent programs have examined the
spiritud aspects of autism, themind-body connection foundin yogaby a
paaplegic, the Jewish high holy days, acontribution by congientious
objectorsto WW 1, evolution and faith, thework of Sister Joan Chittester,
the pah of ayoungMudim to a better undestanding of Idlam throughthe
Catholic Worker movement and so much more. The topics are incredibly
diverse and the interconnectionsthey highlight are intriguing. Hogs Krista
Tippét engages thoughtul people in truly interesting conversation and
dialogue It isaways engaging and stimulating and frequently totally
unexpected., and even when the topics touch uponthe political, the guests
camly offer remarkably lucid explication of complex and perhgps
controversial views of theworld, sharing the depth of their ingghtand
conviction with thelistener.

So, why thislengthy commercial for a(fortunaely, noncmmercial)
program?

| grew upin achurch-going houshold. We said grace before dinne,
| went to MYF and sang in the choir. Religion was not something
tha was talked aboutmuch, it was jug lived, with serviceasan
important part of our faith life. Today | use Sunday worship asa
time to center and refocus onthe community and not myself.
Religion provides a moral condruct within which | try to bea
better person and a structure within which onecan consder the
larger issues of theworld. However, | have alot of doubs. For me
religionis as much aboutquestionsasit is aboutansvers.
Consquently, | am intrigued by discussionsof ideas and bdiefs
and how they hdp or hinde individuds, communities and the
world. CBpeaking of FaithOalways offers new foad for thought

Some of thekindest, warmest and mog groundel people | know are
people of deegp faith. Unfortunaely, some of themog narrow-minded
andrigidly didactic people | know are al'so people of deep faith.
Throughouthistory religion and faith, which are not synonynous
have been thefoundition of numerousindividud and corporate acts
of generosty, service and selflessness and also for numerousacts of
brutality, discrimination, inhurmanity and warfare. At ther best mos



religionsseem to have the power to not only make people feel better,
butto make them behave better. Individuds do act upontheir faith,
however, strongly influenced by both ther societies and their moment
in history. So where does thetruth of religionlie? Wha do we want
tha truth to bein our own time? Wha can we do to shgpethat truth?
Obvioudy thos questionscannotberesolved in thisvenue All |

can dois urgeeach of usto take these questionsserioudy.

Our chdlenging task in a pluralistic socety, whether we are
individuds of deep faith, questioning faith, agnogicism, or athesm,
isto examine our persond bdiefs carefully and learn aboutthebdiefs
of others, seeking commondities and moddities for working togeher.
Thisisnotasimple undetaking. Programs like (Bpeaking of FaithO
can trigge new thoughs, new perspectives, new insights, new
awareness, and new opeanness. Check it outsometime, and find
othe thoughtprovoking media, and begin your own joumey.

Tr easurer OReport

Previous Checking Balance - September 26, 2007 $1,124.73

Income:
Dues 3@ $50 $150.00,
3@ $40 120.00

In Kind Program Supplies (Ann Berry) 7.58
Total Income: $277.58
Expenses:

#4159 - (Teri Kysylyczyn) LWVMN Workshop $120.00
#4160 - (Gale Pederson) Membership Comm. Postage

12.03
#4161 - (Diane Nystrom) Voter Printing and Postage  113.46
#4162 - (Betty Harper) Finance Comm. Mailing Postage 32.80
#4163 - (Office Depot) Voter Printing and Mailing 95.17
#4164 - Void - (Office Depot) 00.00
#4165 - LWVUS 2nd Qtr. PMP 596.80

In Kind Program Supplies (Ann Berry) 7.58
Total Expenses: $977.84

Checking Account Balance October 24, 2007
$424.47

Savings Account Balance September 28, 2007 $3,863.63

Education Fund Balance October 2, 2007 $5,175.95



HOLIDAY PARTY

Wednesday, Dec. 5,

5:30PM,
Chianti Grill

1611Larpenteur Ave.
I

Currently, Women's
Advocates most urgent
needsare:

¥

Bathroam linens,
NEW white bath and
handtowes
Beddng for twin beds
sheets, comforters and
blankets(new)
Children coats (new
or next to

new)

Women@ cods (new
or next to new)

Hats, mittens, gloves
and scarvesfor
children and
adults(new

Winter pgamas (new)
Used cdl phones

Dinners will beindividua choice, with separate checks, with
18%gratuity added. $9 and up for dinner, $6 and up for wine,
$325and up for tap beer.

FOR RESERVATIONS, cdl STEPHANIE DEBENEDET
by Monday, December 3! 651-483-1006

Karen Schaffer, who has served on the LWVMN Judidd
Study Committee will give us an update on that study and
give us an oppotunity to provide concurrence on the
recommendations of the committee.

JOIN US FOR A PLEASANT EVENING

of League conversation on an important topc which can affect e
opportunity to provide some suppat to women
andfamilieswho are in need.

The charity chosen by the boad thisyear is WOMENOS
ADVOCATES. The agency@ gods areto assist women
through shdter, suppat, information, advocacy and
education to successtully leave violent relationships teach
children and youth to use non-violent dternatives when
rdating to others; and change community attitudes about
domestic vidence through information and education.

Y ou can learn more at the web Ste www.wadvocates.org
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