
 

 1 

�����

�

����������	�
�����
��������
��� �
ROSEVILLE, MAPLEWOOD, FALCON HEIGHTS 

Also serving the communities of Little Canada and Lauderdale 
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your info?  Contact Gale 
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Teri Kysylyczyn 
Barbara Yates 
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             Eminent Domain 

 
In 2005, the Supreme Court confirmed that the U.S. Constitution  
does not prohibit local government from taking non-blighted  
property for private economic development.  The resulting  
firestorm in states across the country included Minnesota, where  
the 2006 legislature substantially amended Minnesota’s law  
on eminent domain.   
 
How was Minnesota’s law changed?  What might it mean for local  
government, property owners, and taxpayers? That’s the topic of  
the November unit meetings.  We’ll discuss the difference between  
taking private property for “public use” and for “public purpose,”  
whether local government really will have to change the way they  
condemn private property, and the concept of “regulatory taking,”  
a legal theory that might be called “eminent domain lite.”  
Our speaker is a local government attorney who knows first-hand  
how Minnesota’s eminent law has worked in the past and what the  
new law may mean for the future. 
 
November 14:  Timberlodge Steakhouse.  Social hour at 5:30 pn;  
dinner at 6 pm; meeting at 7 pm.  Please contact Diane Nystrom to  
make reservations: 651-483-9867 or Diane.Nystrom@yahoo.com 
 
November 15:  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,  
2561 Victoria, 9:30 am.  Contact Leola Rempel:  631 1509 
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Well, election season is finally over.  I hope that everyone went out  
and cast their votes.   
 
I would like to thank everyone that helped out, participated in,  
or attended one of the candidate forums.  It was a busy campaign  
season; we can all now catch our breath. 
 
Over half a million people watched the Gubernatorial and Senate  
debates on 5 Eyewitness News and over 300 people attended these  
debates, which were held at the University of St. Thomas.  It is good  
that the League gets involved with these debates and the candidate  
forums.  We need to keep pushing for them at the local levels and it  
is much appreciated how involved our League is with this  
process.  Elections seem to get more and more negative every  
election and candidates no longer want to stick to the issues.   
These are the only formats to get the public interested in what  
candidates actually stand for and the issues they want to stand with. 
 
Keep up the good work! 
 
Teri Kysylyczyn 
 
Co-president  
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Calendar of Events 
2006-2007 

Aug. 23     Board Meeting 
Sept 12      Primary Election 
Sept 19      General Meeting  
                  “Early Childhood”  
Sept 27      Board Meeting 
Oct 17-18   Unit Meetings 
                   “Transportation” 
Oct 25       Board Meeting 
Oct TBD   Candidate Forums   
Nov 7        Election Day 
Nov 14-15  Unit Meetings 
                   “Eminent Domain” 
Nov 29      Board Meeting 
Dec TBD   Holiday Party 
Jan 9          General meeting 
                  “VIP” 
Jan 24        Board meeting 
Feb 20-21  Unit Meetings 
                  “Water Shed” 
Feb 28       Board meeting 
Mar 20-21 Unit Meetings 
                  “State Study”  
Mar 28      Board Meeting 
Apr 17-18  Unit Meetings 
                 “Diversity/   
                 Immigration” 
Apr 25      Board Meeting 
May 8      Annual Meeting        
May 23     Board Meeting 
June 25     Rosefest Parade 
June 27     Board Calendar   
                 Planning Meeting 

 

Look for Lively Issues info in 
the January Voter! 
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“What our region lacks is regional funding for public  
transportation,” according to Barb Thoman, co-founder and  
program director for Transit for Livable Communities.  Cities like  
Cleveland, Denver, Seattle, Houston, and Dallas have a regional  
sales tax devoted to maintaining and expanding public  
transportation.  In addition to providing funding, it also qualifies  
these cities for Federal matching grants. 
 
In 2001, the Minnesota legislature allocated a portion of the sales  
tax on new and used cars to public transportation, Thoman said.   
Unfortunately, this is not a growing revenue stream. 
 
The Met Council’s 2030 plan calls for doubling the bus system,  
creating the North Star Route, and developing public transportation  
to Eden Prairie and Hastings.  “It’s a great plan, but there’s not a  
dime to build it,” Thoman said.  “The legislature won’t take a tough  
vote” to provide funding, Thoman said.  Hence the constitutional  
amendment on the 2006 ballot, which Thoman’s organization  
supported “with reservations.” 
 
Thoman pointed out that the benefits of public transportation include  
more livable communities., which she defined as “communities  
where people have choices  about where to live and how to get  
around.” There have been 5600 housing units built along the  
Hiawatha light rail corridor, Thoman said.  The Hiawatha route has already  
met the ridership goals for prjected for 2020, and is now carrying  
12 percent of Metro transit riders at 8 percent of the cost, Thoman said. 
 
“If we had listened to George Isaacs in the 1970s, we’d all be a  
lot better off,” Thoman concluded.  For more on Transit for Livable  
Communities, visit www.tlcminnesota.org 
 
Lennae LeBaron discussed transportation options available to  
residents of the Roseville school district area.  The Roseville Area  
Seniors Program volunteers provide door to door service for medical  
and dental appointments, grocery shopping, and activities at the  
Fairview Community Center.  When they are unable to meet  
demand, they refer people to the Red Cross. 
 
LeBaron said transportation is cited in human services surveys as a  
need for families at risk and older adults.  “Public transportation is a  
valuable resource that provides the potential for individuals to be  
independent,” she said. 
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Treasurer’s Report  

October 2006 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Windows and Mirrors for 
All 
By Florence Sprague 
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Treasurer’s Report   October 25, 2006 
Previous Checking Balance, September 26, 2006  $1,058.81 
 Income: 
 LWVMN EF disbursement for Voter Guides $79.88  
 Total Income: $79.88 
 Expenses: 
 #4103  Betty Harper, postage, finance update letter $37.05 
 #4104  Timberlodge, guest meals (2 program, 1 diversity) $41.75 
 #4105   Barb Lehn,  tabling kit $224.00 
 #4106   LWVMN EF, Voter Guides $79.88 
 #4107   Diane Nystrom, Voter printing and postage & $79.98 
                             program printing 
 #4108  LWV RoMaFH Ed Fund, dvd sale (see Sept.) $10.00 
 #4109  LWVUS, PMP 2nd qtr. $578.46  
 Total Expenses:  $1,051.12 
Balance in Checking, October 25, 2006  $87.57 
 
Fund Balances: 
 Checking $87.57   
 Savings  $3,835.04 
 Education Fund $5,978.96* 
Paid Members:   88        4 family of  2, 1 family of  3,  77  individual   
*Includes $2000 from Roseville Community Fund for voter registration video. 
 
 

 
                                              
 
                                              Whenc e and Whither 
                

 
People often ask me where I get the ideas for these columns.   I began writing   
because I was full of ideas stimulated by a combination of experiences at work,  
at church and in my personal life.  I had been thinking about issues of diversity  
from several different directions so that when this broad topic became linked  
for me with League I had a venue in which to further explore these ideas.   
Some, like the first Martin Luther King breakfast column, are based in personal  
experience.  Some are triggered by a book, a speaker, or an event in the news.   
Once I began to write I found that I was seeing new connections, new  
perspectives everywhere. 
 
I don’t write this column because I have answers;  I am trying to ask some of  
the questions we all need to address.    I hope that regular readers are also now  
seeing these issues when they look around their world and are asking these  
questions of themselves.  I hope that each person can see the relevance of the  
issues raised. 
 
Last month I wrote about the complexity of culture and touched upon the  
delicate and difficult balance between tolerance and respect for differences  
and being true to one’s core beliefs.   One doesn’t have to go far to see many  
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The RoMaFH Diverity committee 
has prepared an 8 ½ minute video 
with voter information in English, 
Somali, Hmong, Spanish.  If you 
know of an organization that can 
spread the word on how to register 
and vote, contact Florence 
Sprague about purchasing a copy. 
(651-779-0349) or e-mail 
misemer@msn.com 
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Look for a new member 
orientation after the election 
season is over. 
 
���	���	� ��	��
“Conversation with 
constituents”—January 16  
Location TBD 
 
����!���
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�	����	�  and all who 
participated in conducting 
successful candidate forums!  
They were informative and, in 
some cases, downright 
invigorating! 
 
 
 
 

examples of this right here in Minnesota.  In recent months there have been at  
least three highly publicized examples:  pharmacists refusing to fill  
prescriptions for the morning after pill, taxi drivers refusing to carry passengers  
carrying alcoholic beverages, and a bus driver not wanting to drive a bus with  
an advertisement for a GLBT magazine on the side.  These situations may or  
may not have been handled to your satisfaction, but where is the limit? How  
are these decisions being made?  How would we handle them if we were in  
charge?  How far is too far in accommodating beliefs? 
 
We also have local examples of individuals being seen for themselves, not  
their difference.  I attended a high school play this weekend into which a blind  
student-actor was seamlessly melded.  Had I not known him, I might well never  
have discerned his distinction.  His own abilities coupled with clever staging  
(and perhaps the leeway we give to youthful actors) allowed him to fit in  
perfectly.   A few years ago I saw an article about another local school  
production incorporating a youth with Down syndrome.  Yes, it can work to  
see the individual and allow each person to use his or her abilities and follow  
his or her interests.  
 
At the new Guthrie theater, the architect blatantly controls our views and frames 
the images of the river he wants us to see.  The views are beautiful, but  
constricted, selected.  I visited Taliesin recently and saw how Frank Lloyd  
Wright directed our views of the landscape.  His windows were proportionately  
larger and the vistas more open, but he was still directing us constantly.   
 
What is framing your view of me and mine of you?  Our views of the  
community and the world?  Can we remake those frames?  These columns are  
not about answers, but about questions, about reexamining assumptions, trying  
on new perspectives.  What have you noticed lately?  What have you  
rethought?  Join me in the search for new columns. 
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