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ROSEVILLE, MAPLEWOOD, FALCON HEIGHTS 

Also serving the communities of Little Canada and Lauderdale 
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New Directories will be out in 
November.  Need to update 
your info?  Contact Gale 
Pederson 651 489-7900  
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Early Childhood Education: 
Our children- their future and ours 

 
Did you know that in Minnesota, 50% of children come to 
kindergarten not fully prepared to learn?  Is this a problem?  
Has the achievement gap started before our children even 
enter the public schools?  Come hear the status of early care 
and education in Minnesota.  Find out about Minnesota’s 
early care and education programs.  And find out what you 
can do to help support families and the learning of our 
youngest children. 
 
A panel made up of Vicki Thrasher-Cronin from Ready 4K, 
Mary Owen from District 623 Early Childhood Family 
Education, Barbara Yates from the Minnesota Early Learning 
Foundation, and  Kathy Carter, Early Head Start 
Coordinator, Ramsey Action Programs will overview what is 
going on in our state and local communities to help our 
children enter kindergarten fully prepared to learn. 
 
Place:  John Rose Oval 
Time:  7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Date:  September 19, 2006 
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Well, another summer is just about over and what an exciting 

summer it was.  We marched in the Rose Parade and for the first time 
in two years we did not get rained out.  Again, the flags and the chicken 
were a huge success.  Thanks to all of those that helped out with the 
parade.  A special thanks to all the Girl Scouts and family members of 
leaguers that joined us in the parade. 

The National Convention was held in Minneapolis the middle 
of June.  When we arrived on the first day, we realized that our league 
had grown enough to have an additional delegate.  Thanks to all that 
filled that extra seat on a moments notice.  Some of the highlights of 
the convention were the authentic dine arounds, diversity tour and 
many other workshops and tours.  People seemed pleasantly surprised 
to discover the breadth of cultural activities that Minnesota offers. 
From conversations that we heard and reactions from other delegates 
from other states, people really enjoyed this wonderful state. 

A highlight of the things that were passed during the plenary 
(floor) sessions was: 

�  LWVUS now has a position that states that it supports the 
abolition of the death penalty. 

�  LWVUS amended a position on the electronic voting systems.  
It now has a position that it supports having a paper trail (this 
one was brought to the floor by our own state league). 

�  The PMP (per member payment) increase of $2.50 in 2006-
2007 and $.50 in 2007-2008. 

�  Approval of an immigration study. 
 

Of course, many other things passed but this is a highlight and 
those of most interest to our own league. 

Also, thanks to all of those that volunteered at the convention, 
everything seemed to run smoothly and many compliments were heard 
from members across the country.  A special thank you is due Sandy 
Lutz for her tremendous effort in making the convention a success. 

Have a great rest of the summer and hope to see all of you at the 
general meeting in September. 
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Calendar of Events 

2006-2007 
Aug. 23     Board Meeting 
Sept 12      Primary Election 
Sept 19      General Meeting  
                  “Early Childhood”  
Sept 17      Board Meeting 
Oct 17-18   Unit Meetings 
                   “Transportation” 
Oct 25       Board Meeting 
Oct TBD   Candidate Forums   
Nov 7        Election Day 
Nov 14-15  Unit Meetings 
                   “Eminent Domain” 
Nov 29      Board Meeting 
Dec TBD   Holiday Party 
Jan 9          General meeting 
                  “VIP” 
Jan 24        Board meeting 
Feb 20-21  Unit Meetings 
                  “Water Shed” 
Feb 28       Board meeting 
Mar 20-21 Unit Meetings 
                  “State Study”  
Mar 28      Board Meeting 
Apr 17-18  Unit Meetings 
                 “Diversity/   
                 Immigration” 
Apr 25      Board Meeting 
May 8      Annual Meeting        
May 23     Board Meeting 
June 25     Rosefest Parade 
June 27     Board Calendar   
                 Planning Meeting 

 

Look for Lively Issues info in 
the January Voter! 
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ROMAFH Leaders: 
Below is one of many accolades that have come across the email about 
the superb job we did with the 2006 Convention. You guys were 
absolutely wonderful. Every message that comes along raves about 
how helpful and friendly all the volunteers were.  Thank you so much 
for making this convention a big success. 
                                                     --Sandy Lutz 
 
Dear LWVMN members: 
Here's yet another tribute to our Minnesota League, just received, and it 
nicely sums up what we have heard--in elevators, on the street, and 
now in post-convention emails. I am so proud to be associated with this 
League, as I know you are. I'm also proud that we finished the 
unfinished business of the 2004 convention, and got our resolution 
passed (by almost 2-1) requiring a paper ballot/record for electronic 
voting machines. Ady Wickstrom shepherded the resolution through 
and did a great job negotiating and refining, rounding up votes, etc. 
 
I'm also proud that as cosponsors of the Illinois concurrence, LWVMN 
saw the motion supporting abolition of the death penalty pass handily. 
And it was marvelous to see our own Judy Duffy elected to the 
National Board. What a wonderful experience it all was--intellectually 
stimulating, fun, intense and exciting and so important. And it all 
worked so well. As the St. Paul Pioneer Press put it, "Hail to thee, 
LWV!" 
                                                   --Helen Palmer 
 
To:  Ms. Helen Palmer,  
President LWV of Minnesota 
 
Dear Helen, 
On behalf of the LWV of Connecticut, we wish to thank the LWV of 
Minnesota for making  the 47th biennial LWVUS Convention a major 
success! The facilities were excellent, the advance information was 
thorough, and, of course, the volunteers were just as friendly and 
knowledgeable as they could be. What a wonderful area to call home! 
We loved your Twin Cities. Please extend our enthusiastic thanks to the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul and nearby local League members, as well,  
for their hospitality and their hard work toward making the convention 
a real success. 
 Sincerely yours, 
Jara Burnett, Co-President, LWVCT 
 Rosemarie Skoglund, Co-President, LWVCT 
Carole Young-Kleinfeld, VP, Communications, LWVCT 
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Announcements 
 
Roseville City Council 
Candidates Forum: Wed 
Sept 6, 7 to 9 pm, Rose 
Room John Rose Oval 
 
Joint Ramsey County LWV-
sponsored debate October 
11 6:30-10:00 Roseville HS 
Auditorium 
--Ramsey County 
Commission 
--Judges 
--Sheriff 
 
CMAL looking for Lively 
Issues topics of regional 
interest.  CMAL 
Quarterly Meeting Oct. 21.  
Topic:  water resource 
location.  Contact Lorraine 
Fischer 651 777 5037 
plfischer@att.net 
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Treasurer’s Reports  

May and June 2006 
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Treasurer’s Report   May 23, 2006 
Previous Checking Balance, April 26, 2006  $1,469.26 
 Income: 
 Dues $2,555.00 
 Book Sale  (gross) $672.86 
 Annual Meeting  4@ $23 $1,012.00 
 Annual Meeting, wine donations $41.00 
 Finance Drive $50.00 
 LWVMN EF reimbursement, Diversity K-12 exp. $142.18 
 In kind- Laura French, annual meeting booklet printing $43.89 
 Total Income: $4,516.93 
 Expenses: 
 #4069 U.S.P.S.  postage, treasurer $8.20 
 #4070 Carole Erickson, Remembrance/Lehn $40.00 
 #4071 LWVMN 2006-07 PMP-5% $1,530.45 
 #4072 Taste & Co., catering, annual meeting $841.35 
 #4073 LWVMN  Program for Action (pub.) $32.10 
 #4074 ISD #623 facility fee, book sale $75.00 
 #4075 F. Sprague reimburse Diversity K-12 printing (EF) $142.18 
 #4076 Shirley Bradway, annual meeting wine, invites $35.57 
 #4077Joyce Blomquist annual meeting expenses $114.00 
 #4078Diane Nystrom, May Voter print and mail $82.75 
 In kind-Laura French annual meeting booklet printing $43.89 
 #4079 Ann Berry April speaker meal $15.00  
 Total Expenses:  $2,960.49 
Balance in Checking May 23, 2006  $3,025.70 
Fund Balances: 
 Checking $3,025.70    
 Savings  $3,822.13 
 Education Fund $4,163.94 
Paid Members:   60        4 family of 2, 1 family of 3,  49 individual   
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Treasurer’s Report   June 28, 2006 
Previous Checking Balance, May 23, 2006  $3,025.70 
 Income: 
 Dues 12 @ $50 $600.00 
  
 Total Income: $600.00 
 Expenses: 
 --Partial Dues Scholarship $20.00 *does not affect checking balance 
              #4080 Barb Yates, National convention registration                 $285.00 
              #4081 Prince of Peace Lutheran, facility donation                        75.00 
               # 4082 Ann Berry, roses for rose awards                                        9.60 
               #4083 Judy Stuthman, reimburse wares table at convenon         100.00 
               #4084  Joan Stark LWV notecards, Finance                                  33.00 
 I 
 Total Expenses:  $502.60 
Balance in Checking June 28, 2006  $3,123.10 
Fund Balances: 
 Checking $3,025.70    
 Savings  $3,123.10 
 Education Fund $4,183.94 
Paid Members:   71        4 family of 2, 1 family of 3,  60 individual   
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Treasurer’s Report  

July 2006 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Windows and Mirrors for 
All 
By Florence Sprague 
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Treasurer’s Report   August 22, 2006 
Previous Checking Balance, June 28, 2006  $3,123.10 
 Income: 
 Dues, 4 @ $50,3@ $40 $320.00 
 In kind, Andrea B. Secretary expenses $16.45 
 Reimbursements LWVMNEF 
                Wares table at convention $100.00 
                 Public Ed. Pages in ’05-’06 Voter $127.60 
 Finance –donation $25.00  
 Total Income: $589.05 
 Expenses: 
 #4085  Sandra Lutz  convention regis. & parking $336.50 
 #4086 Teri Kysylyczyn  convention parking $10.00 
 #4087  Gale Pedersen, membership postage $8.23 
 #4088  Carole Erickson annual meeting invitations $62.00 
 #4089  Void 
 In kind  Andrea Brodtmann, Secretary expenses $16.45 
 #4090  Ann Berry convention expenses $15.00 
 #4091  George Bednar, Rose Parade Car $50.00 
 #4092  Ken Anderson  2 year domain name Regis. $55.80 
 #4093  LWVUS  1st qtr PMP $578.47 
 #4094  Florence Sprague  Treasurer postage $7.80 
 #4095  CMAL, FY 2006-07 dues $89.00  
 Total Expenses:  $1,229.25 
Balance in Checking August 22, 2006  $2,482.90 
Fund Balances: 
 Checking  $2,482.90   
 Savings  $3,830.00 
 Education Fund $3,956.34 
Paid Members:   78        4 family of 2, 1 family of 3,  67 individual   
 

 
Equal Voting Rights Not Yet a Reality 
 
“The right to vote is the most fundamental right in our 
democratic system of government because its effective 
exercise is preservative of all others.” 
10th Congress, 2nd session, House of Representatives Report 109-
478, on the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott 
King Voting Rights Act Reauthorization Act of 2006, p.6, May 
22, 2006 
 
 Racial relations in this country are marked by a remarkable 
optimism, though some might characterize it as denial or even 
blindness.  Nearly a century after the passage of the 15th 
Amendment to the Constitution guaranteeing that no citizen could 
be denied the right to vote on the basis of race, major inequities of 
the voting systems in so many states required the passage of the 
Voting Rights Act (VRA) in 1965.  Here is the optimism—its 
strict demands for correction were enacted for only 5 years!  It 
was extended in 1970, 1975 and again in 1982.  That last renewal 
will expire in 2007, and so in 2006 Congress had to decide 
whether to extend and or modify it.  Over the past few years both 
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The Diversity and Outreach 
committee needs YOU!  LWV 
RoMaFH will be holding a series of 
voter registration events in 
September and October.  The 
focus of these events will be to 
encourage and facilitate 
registration by new citizens and 
minority voters.  We made a video, 
posters and handouts this 
summer.  The exact dates are not 
yet set, but we know we will need 
volunteers and that means you.  If 
you would be able to donate a few 
hours to help in the project please 
call Florence Sprague (651-779-
0349) or e-mail 
misemer@msn.com.  We will 
contact you when we have dates 
and times.  Thank you!   
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Help staff the election hotline:  at 
Channel 5 KSTP and the state 
League office on September 12 
during primary elections.  Shifts 
are 6 to 9 am; 9 am to noon; noon 
to 2:30, 2:30 to 5:00, 5:00 to 8.  E-
mai Linda Loomis at 
Mathias@mninter.net or call 545 
4659 
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The RoMaFH Diverity committee 
has prepared an 8 ½ minute video 
with voter information in English, 
Somali, Hmong, Spanish.  If you 
know of an organization that can 
spread the word on how to register 
and vote, contact Florence 
Sprague about purchasing a copy. 
(651-779-0349) or e-mail 
misemer@msn.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congress and universities have been examining the state of voting 
rights in the United States. Congress has held hearings and 
received and written multiple reports (such as the report cited 
above recommending passage of the reauthorization Act which 
can be found at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-
bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=109_cong_reports&docid=f:hr478.109.p
df).  The import of many of these reports is that there continue to 
be violations of the VRA.  Poll taxes and literacy tests may be 
gone, but voter intimidation and harassment, racial bloc voting, 
inequitable allocation of polling resources, unfair political 
advertising practices and other issues continue to plague our 
electoral system and communities across the nation and the 
Voting Rights Act continues to be needed. 
 The most severe requirements of the VRA affected those 
states, generally in the South, which had a history of certain 
discriminatory practices, but lest we feel smug in the North, 
contemporary cases come from northern states like New York and 
Pennsylvania and even South Dakota and Wisconsin.  A 2004 
decision in a case from South Dakota documents purposeful 
blocking of Native Americans from registering to vote and voting 
and a not too distant Wisconsin case involved unfair treatment of 
language minorities.  Challenges exist in our own backyard. 
 I’m too late to give the first alert on this topic. An article in 
the June issue of The National Voter  provides background and 
some internet links for additional information about this issue.  
Recent LWVUS President’s update e-mails note that a June vote 
on H.R. 9, The Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks and Coretta Scott 
King Voting Rights Act Reauthorization and Amendments Act of 
2006, the bill calling for the renewal of the VRA, was cancelled 
and that an attempt was made to amend an appropriations bill to 
cut funding for the language minority protection provisions of the 
VRA.  Fortunately, this amendment failed.  [I checked on some of 
Minnesota’s representatives to see how they voted: McCollum, 
Sabo and Oberstar voted against the amendment removing 
funding, Kennedy and Gutknecht supported it.]   
 When I began this article early in the summer, the fate of 
the Voting Rights Reauthorization Act was uncertain.  I am 
pleased to be able to report that this bill withstood efforts to 
weaken or dilute its protections.  It passed in the House (390-33) 
on July 13, without being amended, in the Senate on July 20 (98-
0) and was signed into law by President Bush on July 27.  The 
Senate voted to add Cesar Chavez to the civil rights leaders 
honored in the title of this bill.  [This bill was not amended, but it 
does amend the original VRA somewhat, a distinction that may be 
helpful as you read more about this Act.]  
 A wealth of information on this topic, including an 
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extensive report on lawsuits brought under the VRA since 1982 
and the Congressional committee report noted above can be found 
in a report prepared by faculty and students at the University of 
Michigan Law School  which can be accessed at 
http://sitemaker.umich.edu/votingrights.  
 I encourage you to read about this important legislation, 
beginning in your own mailbox. Let your representatives know 
that you were watching; thank them when you agree with their 
votes and encourage their support of voting rights for all citizens.  
Our optimistic view of equal access to the polls for all citizens is 
not yet a secure reality and protection of this “most fundamental 
right” is central to our mission in the League of Women Voters.  
Let us continue to work so that 25 years from now, when the 
Voting Rights Act comes to the end of its most recent incarnation, 
it may no longer be necessary.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          


